Oberlin Heritage Center’s Black History Series Receives Statewide Award

 
The Oberlin Heritage Center received the “History Outreach Excellence Award” from the Ohio Association of Historical Societies and Museums (OAHSM) during its annual awards luncheon at the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus on Saturday, October 4.  The award was given in recognition of the community program series, “Black Indians:  A Hidden Heritage,” presented in Oberlin during Black History Month, February 2008.  The four-part series included two educational films, audience discussions, a panel presentation, and two community lectures by nationally known author, historian and educator, William Loren Katz, concluding with a community reception and book signing.  The series, which was free and open to the public, was made possible in part with funding provided by the Ohio Humanities Council (a state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities) and the Oberlin Student Philanthropy Club and many individuals and organizations.  Accepting the award in Columbus were Oberlin Heritage Center Board members, Roberta Garcia, Jean Foggo Simon, and Sharon Fairchild Soucy, and Executive Director Patricia Murphy, each of whom also served on the planning committee for the Black History Month series along with Board President James White.  Copies of Katz’s book, “Black Indians:  A Hidden Heritage” are available for purchase at the Oberlin Heritage Center’s Museum Store.

This is the fourth History Outreach Excellence Award presented to the Oberlin Heritage Center in recent years.  The previous three awards were for Oberlin Heritage Center publications, including “Investing in Community:  The History of the Nord Family of Ohio,” by Martha Pickrell (2005); “Sarah Margru Kinson:  The Two Worlds of an Amistad Captive,” by Marlene D. Merrill (2004); and the “Biking Tour of Historic Oberlin” (2003).  

The Oberlin Heritage Center is a model small museum complex and historic preservation organization located at 73½ South Professor Street in Oberlin, Ohio.  Guided tours of the Heritage Center’s three beautifully preserved historic buildings tell the unique, nationally significant story of the community and college in Oberlin from their beginnings in 1833 through the turn of the next century.  The Oberlin Heritage Center offers a full calendar of educational programs presented to the public throughout the year; many at no cost.  The Resource Center and Library include many documents of interest to those doing local history or genealogical research.  For more information, visit www.oberlinheritage.org or contact the Oberlin Heritage Center at (440) 774-1700.

